Z
2
=
=
)]
O]
Z
=)
>
=4
s3]
>
&
>
~
.
H~
90]
=
83
>
ON
O

How Bio-Manipulation Saved the
Walleye of Wisconsin’s Lake Metonga
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The fish community in Lake Metonga had always included
black bullheads, but now fishermen were telling Mike how
often they were catching the small catfish. “We were doing
some routine electro shocking one day, and when the stunned
fish floated to the surface, all you could see were yellow bellies.
That’s when I knew there was a problem”. The abundance of
bullheads had become enormous. “We did some simple math
and calculated what a bullhead eats in a year. They were taking
up a lot of space in the system and stressing the available forage
for walleye.”

The theory was they were outcompeting walleyes for
important forage at critical times when walleyes need an
abundance of specific-sized food. “We knew stocking wasn’t
working, so the idea was that if we could create a kind of void,
the walleyes might rush in to fill it.”

Like many fisheries managers, Mike’s resources were limited,
and he privately wondered if this was really a battle he could
win. His plan was to create conditions where walleyes could
thrive, and that meant doing something about how much of
the lake’s biomass was tied up in bullheads. His plan reversed
the fortunes of the lake’s walleyes almost overnight. In the
spring of 2008, Mike began the first of what would become
an annual bullhead removal on Lake Metonga. The work was
labor-intensive. “At first, we set fyke nets, but the fish werent
moving into them in sufficient numbers, so the decision was
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made to electroshock for bullheads.” Mike’s crew worked until
their arms ached, shocking and netting the whiskered fish
out of the lake. By summer’s end, they had removed 13,337
pounds of bullheads. All the fish were donated to the public,
to food banks and to nearby wildlife rehabilitation centers
for the feeding of raptors. Into the newly created void, Mike
stocked 5,000 large fingerling walleye.

The next spring, another 6,216 pounds of bullheads were
removed, and over two million walleye fry were stocked. But
this time, something different happened. Substantial numbers
of young walleyes survived from the two years of stocking and
began to show up and be counted in fall recruitment surveys.

At first, there seemed to be no end to the steady stream of
stunned bullheads that rose to the surface every time Mike’s
crew flipped on the electrodes of his shocking boat. But
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